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Greece 

Drew Pearson recently publish- 
ed this interesting sidelight on the 
situation in Greece. The informa- 
tion amplifies our report in our 
last issue concerning the nature 
of the British-created Greek roy- 
alist regime which our govern- 
ment is pledged to support. As we 
said in our last report, the Greek 
people hate the communists’ and 
don’t want them in power—but 
neither do they want the fascist 
royalists who were thrust upon 
them at the point of British bayo- 
nets. 

“British bankers have long 
forced the Greeks to pay a sub- 
stantial part of their budget to 
London,” writes Mr. Pearson. 
“Hambros Bank had floated heavy 
loans to finance the Athens water 
works, the Boetian irrigation proj- 
ect, the Patras railway, and most 
of the Greek light and power com- 
panies. Interest on these loans was 
high, varying from around 17.75 
per cent to 16 per cent. 

“And one cf the great political 
bones of contention among Greek 
political groups was these loans. 
Left-wing groups favored scaling 
down the interest rate to 5 per 
cent—not unlike the treatment 
given to American bankers by 
Latin American governments in 
the 1930’s, except that most Latin 
governments went much farther. 

“Unquestionably it was the wor- 
ry of the conservative British gov- 
ernment over the British loans to 
Greece which partly inspired the 
dispatch of British troops into 
Greece in the first place. Once be- 
gun, the occupation has gone from 
bad to worse. 

‘Despite the fact that the Amer- 
ican taxpayer is now expected to 
take over the British burden in 
Greece,” continueg this columnist, 
“poth the British and United 
States governments for several 
years followed a policy of letting 
the American pubiic know abso- 
lutely nothing of what was hap- 
pening. Even today the State De- 
partment has banned a visit to 
Greece by an American news rep- 
resentative because it feared he 
might find out too much. 

“All during the war and even 
after the Greek liberation, the 
most rigid censorship was main- 
tained. Basically the censorship 
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que LITTLE TIME after Mussolini had seized power, Matteotti, 

an Italian patriot deputy in the national Parliament and an anti- 
fascist, was seized secretly and murdered by some of Mussolini’s gang- 
sters. As Devere Allen reports the story, soon after this assassination, 
the Parliament was called into session. Sad and defeated in their oppo- 
sition to the rising dictator, the anti-fascist deputies and friends of 
Matteotti sat dejected. Around them were gloating fascists, hoping for 
rewards for their treason to the people. It was time to call the roll. 
As the president of the Chamber neared the letter M. everyone grew 
tense. At last came the name of Matteotti, spoken in a mumbling tone. 
And at the calling of the name, before the presiding officer could 
carry on, a firm, clear voice came from the rear benches, It shouted, 
“Here!” Fascists turned in dismay, but the opposition, including some 
who were not of Matteotti’s party, took up the cry, and answered, 
“Here! Here! Here!” 

Truth cannot be stopped by stopping the bearers of truth. Truth 
cannot be destroyed by destroying those who proclaim truth. Truth 
will answer in a voice ever stronger and clearer, “Here! Here!” 


X-Ray and Forecast 


"TH AMERICAN PRESS. BeTWeEN THE LINEs was established 

because the Christian layman cannot get an accurate picture of 
the important trends of the hour due to the suppression of news and 
facts by the American press and radio. That premise, upon which this 
information service is founded, has been amply reinforced by the re- 
cent findings of a special commission of noted educators and others 
who have just finished a four-year investigation of the American 
press and radio and whose report has been published by the Univer- 
sity of Chicago Press. The commission was headed by Robert M. 
Hutchins, Chancellor of the University of Chicago. 

Summarizing its criticisms of the press, the commission said: 

“The news is twisted by the emphasis on firstness, on the novel 
and sensational; by the personal interest of owners and by pressure 
groups. (Italics ours. Ed.) Too much of the regular output of the 
press consists of a miscellaneous succession of stories and images 
which have no relation to the typical lives of real people anywhere. 

“When we look at the press as a whole we must conclude that it 
is not meeting the needs of our society. The commission believes that 
this failure of the press is the greatest danger to its freedom.” 

Speaking of the radio, the commission said: 

“The great consumer industries—food, tobacco, drugs, cosmetics, 
soap, confectionery and soft drinks, which in 1945 gave the networks 
three-quarters of their income—determine what the American people 
shall hear on the air.” If the “concentrations of power” in the press 
become “so powerful that they are a threat to democracy,” the re- 
port said, there is a risk of government control and of a “long step” 
toward totalitarianism. 

The report in fairness also declares that “the American press is 
less venal and less subservient to political and economic pressure than 
that of many other countries, and the leading organs have achieved a 
standard of excellence unsurpassed anywhere in the world.” 


(continued on next page) 


Refusal 


It ig encouraging to hear that 
the Dutch empire leaders, trying 
to wheedle additional arms from 
the United States government, are 
failing in their efforts, according 
to press reports, due to the over- 
whelming sympathy of the Ameri- 
can people for the aspiration of 
the colonial peoples for independ- 
ence. Remember, however, that 
world rubber, oil, tin and shipping 
monopolies, whose interests cen- 
ter in these areas in revolt, have 
powerful representation in Wash- 
ington through their connections 
in Wall Street and are probably re- 
ponsible, through their secret 
manipulations, for the earlier di- 
version of huge supplies of lease- 
lend arms to the British, Dutch 
and French colonial armies. 


Report from Indo-China 


Newsmen who have covered the 
disorder and revolutions in the 
Far East are returning bitter and 
disillusioned over the warping of 
their reports concerning the Dutch 
and French efforts to hold their 
empires. These newsmen have 
seen American lease-lend arms, 
paid for by the American taxpay- 
er to defend the United States, se- 
cretly diverted and used by the 
French and Dutch to slaughter 
brown and yellow people whose 
crime is that they want to be 
free. 

These returning newsmen say 
that the struggle of the colonial 
peoples against the French and 
Dutch rule is based on precisely 
the same issues that brought about 
the American Revolution and 
America’s breaking away from 
Britain. Indonesians want relief 
from colonial domination and ex- 
ploitation. 

One writer, who has been in the 
Far East for Newsweek, reported 
to the editors of the North Ameri- 
can Newspaper Alliance the fol- 
lowing revealing summary of con- 
ditions in Indo-China: 

“When Japan collapsed, the [na- 
tive] Nationalists came up out of 
the underground, pushed the pup- 
pets aside, and set up their own 
government. In Hanoi on Septem- 
ber 2, 1945, they issued a decla- 
ration of independence and an- 
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Greece 
(continued) 


was British, though it had 100 per 
cent backing from the. United 
States of America.” 

Also it must be kept in mind 
that these conditions existing 
within the Allied-Greek relations 
are tied to the economic decadence 
within the old Greek fascist-roy- 
alist regime which Churchill forced 
back upon the Greeks. 

Paul Porter, head of the United 
States Economic Commission to 
Greece, has reported that the roy- 
alist government, in handling 
United States surplus materials 
and reselling useful items to their 
own starving people, managed to 
make an average of 80 per cent 
profit or more on each deal! The 
United States has already loaned 
$45,000,000 for the purchase of 100 
liberty ships to restore the Greek 
merchant marine. Mr. Porter said 
thet the royalist clique had made 
a neat little deal in leasing the 
ships that guaranteed each ship- 
owner a $25,000 annual net profit, 
regardless of the interest and ben- 
efit to Greek shipping and Greck 
public welfare. Also Greek ship- 
owners are registering these new 
ships in Panama or other Latin 
American republics so they can 
keep their profits out of Greece 
and out of their own government’s 
control. 

When Mr. Porter, soon after his 
arrival in Greece, observed that 
there were too many ministries in 
the government—43—the Greeks 
promptly reduced the number to 
15. However, they did this by mak- 
ing all the old ministers deputy 
ministers so that no one got fired 
and the “reform” reformed noth- 
ing at all. In fact the government 
has added more political jobs than 
ever because more perties are in- 
cluded in the coalition. Of course 
these jobs are political appoint- 
ments handed out by the old aris- 
tocracy tied to the royalist-fascist 
group which supperted King 
George and now, presumably, sup- 
ports King Paul. For this support 
we are to pour in 400 million 
American dollars, hoping to stop 
communism. 

The coming of the new King 
Paul to the Greek throne does not 
help the outlook for stability in 
Europe. He ig 2 strong adherent 
of the philosophy of inherited 
wealth and power as against mod- 
ern democratic trends. His wife is 
a granddaughter of the old Ger- 
man Kaiser. The face of Colum- 
bia on those four hundred million 
American dollars will probably 
blush when the money is used to 
bolster up that outfit! 


Report from Indo-China 
(continued) 


nounced that French rule in their 
country was at an end. 

“French rule had lasted for 80 
years. It was established in the 
first place by armed conquest, 
completed as recently as 1875. 
French capitulation to the Japa- 
nese removed, in Annamite eyes, 
even the sanction of force as jus- 
tification for French overlordship. 


(continued in third column) 


X-Ray and Forecast (ostinued) 


As current illustrations of the situation which the commission’s 
report outlines, a CIO advertisement, showing that the workers’ stand- 
ard of living is going down, was refused publication in two large 
Cleveland newspapers. The Press, one of the Scripps-Howard chain, 
said it didn’t have any space to sell, but of course kept on selling space 
to commercial advertisers. The Plain Dealer said it wasn’t “sure” of 
the CIO’s figures, although these figures had been verified by the 
United States Bureau of Labor Statistics and by the Heller Commit- 
tee of the University of California. 

Also, William L. Shirer, foreign correspondent and radio news 
analyst, is no longer broadcasting on Sunday afternoons over CBS. 
Mr. Shirer’s views were becoming too progressive to suit his shaving 
cream corporation sponsor. 


A, MaeCANS AND RUSSIANS. The present anti-communist 
drive starting throughout the country in the press and through 

government circles will, we believe, in the long run actually improve 

relations with Russia rather than injure them as some are fearing. 

The communists in America neither understand the Russian revo- 
lution nor do they understand America. The Russian revolution came 
out of centuries of tyranny. The people of Russia didn’t want com- 
munism; they were so hungry, so tormented by long oppression that 
all they wanted was bread and release. The moderate efforts of the 
middle-ground Russian revolutionaries, such as Kerensky, came too 
late and were too feeble. The violent bolshevik communist uprising 
succeeded because the communists were intense, self-sacrificing and 
“disciplined and desperate,” as Lenin used to say. There were many 
Christian elements in the moderate Kerensky movement . . . but like 
the Christians and the church in America today, there wasn’t enough 
self-sacrifice and “discipline and desperation” to put it over. 

The Russian people were liberated by the communists and then 
imprisoned by their liberators! Anyone who has been in Russia knows 
that the vast majority of the Russian people still want to be free, still 
detest tyranny and endure it only with the hope that it will some day 
evolve into real freedom. Of course, the Russian himself realizes that 
Russia is a sprawling, massive giant that cannot be reorganized and 
changed overnight. Russians are a naturally patient people with vast 
resources of endurance. They are enduring the present because they 
believe that when the current old crowd of communists passes on, an- 
other happier stage in Russian evolution toward freedom will appear. 
We believe it can be safely said that this is the viewpoint of the aver- 
age Russian, and especially the average Russian Christian. And re- 
member, there are many millions of Christians in Russia. 

How far is this picture from the concepts of the hate-Russia 
drum-beating crowd now so vocal in big business and Roman Cath- 
clic circles! And also how far it is from the concepts of the plotting, 
scheming, lying anti-religious machinations of the organized commu- 
nists of America! The American communists are not working for the 
Russian people, they are working against the Russian people. The 
Russian people will not be disturbed if we severely regulate or limit 
the activities of the communists in this country—they will understand 
it perfectly! 

On the other hand, the history of the development of the Amer- 
ican people, economically, socially and religiously, overwhelmingly 
indicates that under no remote circumstances can communism have 
a place in the American society. The American people have not had 
a church tyranny such as the Russians had, but have a wide, varied 
and vigorous religious history. We have had a rugged agricultural, 
industrial and economic development, with the accent on the individ- 
ual in contrast to Russia’s long history of landlordism and economic 
Slavery. Hence the communist collectivist-atheist-materialist dialec- 
tics, that were not suited to the Russian spirit, simply have no affinity 
whatever for the American people and their traditions. Thus the com- 
munists are in reality a sort of tumorous growth, a strange alien in- 
fection that has no part in American development. Truly Christian, 
progressive American thought looks forward to a system of greater 
moral and social responsibility and greater economic sharing in some 
system of free enterprise as the future of our country. 

However, a word of warning should be sounded concerning the 
fact that there is a strong and vicious element in our capitalistic so- 
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Report from Indo-China 
(continued) 


The Annamite Nationalists took 
the Atlantic Charter at its face 
value, believing that Allied vic- 
tory in the war would bring them 
freedom. ... The Viet Nam re- 
gime was created by leaders who 
rose from the war-time anti-Japa- 
nese underground resistance move- 
ment. In the months before Ho 
Chi Minh became president of the 
newly formed republic, he was 
leading Annamite guerrilla bands 
in Tonkin. 

“The French have tried to cre- 
ate the impression that the Viet 
Nam government was created and 
sponsored by the Japanese. This 
charge comes with ill grace from 
a country whose representatives in 
Indo-China capitulated to the Jap- 
anese in 1940 and 1941 without a 
struggle, and who then helped the 
Japanese establish in Indo-China 
a base from which they launched 
their invasions of the Philippines 
and southeast Asia following Pearl 
Harbor. (Bold face type ours. Ed.) 

“The French administrators in 
Indo-China functioned as docile 
puppets of the Japanese right up 
to the spring of 1945; a few 
months before the war ended. The 
Annamite Nationalists were alone 
in their dogged resistance to the 
foreign rulers, French and Japa- 
nese alike. 

“The British came into Indo- 
China after Japan’s surrender for 
the nominal purpose of disarming 
Japanese troops there. Viet Nam 
welcomed them and offered full 
cooperation in the speedy comple- 
tion of that job. But the British, 
instead, set the Japanese troops to 
fighting Annamite Nationalists. 
Japanese arms went not to the 
Annamites, but to French soldiers 
released from internment... (Bold 
face type ours. Ed.) 

“The French fight in Indo-China 
to regain control over one of the 
richest pieces of real estate in the 
world. The Annamites battle be- 
cause they want, for better or 
worse, to be tueir own masters in 
their own land. That is Viet Nam’s 
case.” , 


Housing Snar] 

The rea] estate corporations and 
building industries, that have 
fought all measures designed to 
keep the prices of housing down 
so the average veteran could af- 
ford a-home, have worked them- 
selves into a blind street. It wasn’t 
long ago that the real estate cor- 
porations were blaming the gov- 
ernment for the housing mess, but 
prices are so high now that, all 
over the country, the buying of 
homes has come to a standstill in 
spite of the demand that still ex- 
ists. A new organization, called 
“Home Builders,” representing na- 
tional real estate boards and build- 
ing corporations, has flooded Wash- 
ington with lobby activities to de- 
feat every proposal to control 


housing prices and has tried to 
pass the buck for rising costs on 
to the labor unions in the building 
trades. 

There is no question but that 
the building labor unions have de- 
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Housing Snarl 
(continued) 

layed progress in housing by ab- 
surd and tyrannical blocking of 
the adoption of modern means of 
mass production. On the other 
hand, the building trades unions 
have effectively shown that they 
are only partially to blame for the 
pr-sent price situation, for rough- 
ly 65 per cent of the houses being 
built are being built by non-union 
labor. Such houses are as high and 
in most instances even higher than 
those built according to union la- 
bor rules. In Washington, D. C., 
where prices are highest of all, 
nearly all building has been done 
under “open shop” methods. 

Greed in business circles, an- 
tagonism and bitterness in labor 
ranks have got our housing situa- 
tion into quite a knot—and six 
months ago government bureau- 
crats were being blamed! Maybe 
what should be built now are old- 
fashioned ‘mourners’ benches.” 
Looks ag though we’ll never get 
those new homes ’til we find some 
old time religion! 


Radio Reforms 


It is good news to hear that the 
radio is at last to have a good 
face washing. Rising public pro- 
tests and criticism over the floods 
of cheap and often disgusting com- 
mercial advertising that plague 
broadcasts has reached such pro- 
portions that a plan for self-regu- 
lation of the radio industry is be- 
ing set up. This plan, involving the 
appointment of a “czar” to admin- 
ister improved standards in pro- 
gramming and advertising on the 
air, is being drafted by broadcast- 
ers, advertisers and major indus- 
trial concerns sponsoring network 
shows. These groups are forming 
a Broadcasters Advisory Council 
to aid radio in its plan for refor- 
mation. 

Probably one of the strongest 
incitements to these reforms arose 
from questions raised on the 40th 
anniversary of the invention of the 
audion tube. Dr. Lee de Forest, in- 
ventor of this radio necessity, ask- 
ed the National Association of 
Broadcasters, “What have you 
gentlemen done with my child?” 

“He was conceived as a potent 
instrumentality for culture, fine 
music, the uplifting of America’s 
mass intelligence,” said the 73- 
year-old “father of radio.” ‘You 
have debased this child,” he ac- 
cused. “He has been resolutely 
kept to the average intelligence of 
13 years .... The course of his 
commercials has grown constantly 
more cursed year after year.” 


Kerensky on Russia 


The one man outside Russia who 
probably knows more about Rus- 
sia and the communist revolution 
than any other figure is Alexander 
F. Kerensky. Mr. Kerensky, who 
is a socialist and who led the first 
phase of the Russian revolution 
and headed the government for 
the hundred days between the 
overthrow of the Czar and the bol- 
shevik sweep, has been in Amer- 
ica since 1940. He is in constant 
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There is no way of hiding the fact that the structure of peace stands 
on slippery uneasy foundations. The mud of selfishness and indifference to 
the great spiritual and moral principles of life won’t support much of a 
permanent structure. The diplomats’ phrase “enlightened self-interest” re- 
flects a —— duplicity. Why are statesmen unable to recognize what 
any school boy knows,—that honesty and truth bring the only satisfying 
rewards and that selfishness and greed will create only bitterness and anger. 
Beneath the mud there is the deep firm rock of Christian principles. We 
had better start digging. 





X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


ciety that is now using the present anti-communist wave as an oppor- 
tunity to brand all persons or movements that are against monopoly 
controls or who oppose unbridled profit grabbing as communist! 
Such people, and they are in every community, are of the breed 
that brought Hitler to power. The little noisy communist minority, as 
dangerous as it could be if we did not watch it, will never destroy 
America. But these others can, and may, if their blind, vicious selfish- 


ness is not slowly inundated by a rising tide of enlightened tolerant 
Christian thought. 


( ener s VS. BOLSHEVISM. For the first time in many 
decades the American Bible Society has been able to ship Bibles 
and portions of the Scriptures to Russia. This gives the world definite 
proof that great spiritual changes are really taking place in Russia. 
The Bible Society sent 5,000 New Testaments and 100,000 copies of 
the Gospels in Russian and 500 copies of the New Testament in the 
ancient Greek. Receipt of the shipment was acknowledged by Arch- 
bishop Alexi of the Russian Orthodox Church, who said that the 
Greek testaments were being distributed to theological students. 

The fact that Bibles are being circulated (which can’t be done 
even now in Roman Catholic Spain) and that theological schools are 
open, training Christian leaders, gives solid hope that the victory of 
Christianity over bolshevism is not transitory. 

The communists started out to destroy religion and the church 
in Russia. The failure of that effort is now an acknowledged fact even 
within Russia. With the admitted ascendancy of Christianity over 
communism established, why is there not more interest in the possibil- 
ity of Christianity’s conquering communism throughout the world? 
The capitalistic world is talking quite volubly about conquering com- 
miunism by war, when even the military leaders admit that such a 
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Kerensky on Russia 
(continued) 


touch with conditions inside Rus- 
sia through contacts he maintains 
with former Russian prisoners of 
war, Poles, Jews, Estonians, etc., 
also through Russian friendships 
lasting secretly through the years. 
What Mr. Kerensky has to say is 
temperate, factual and prophetic. 
Recently he predicted a swing 
from the bolshevik dictatorship. 
Said Mr. Kerensky, as reported by 
Scripps writer, Robert Johnson: 

“The thousands who lived there 
and are now out of Russia, all 
those people tell the truth. No- 
body knows for sure, no One can 
prophesy historical events, but 
they can feel that this change is 
coming. Whether by evolution or 
revolution nobody knows. In 1917, 
99 per cent of the people didn’t 
know—no, we’ll say no one had 
any idea—that in three days there 
would be a complete change in the 
situation.” 

The Russian people, he said, 
want to be free and organize a 
decent life, want to be secure from 
permanent fear of the secret po- 
lice, exile, concentration camps, 
labor camps. “It is a human de- 
sire, and the Russian people have 
it like anyone else,” Mr. Keren- 
sky remarked. Adding to the un- 
certainty of the situation today, 
he said, is new hardship. “They 
are on the eve of new famine and 
starvation. The papers are just 
now carrying stories about it, but 
I received the news from several 
sources two months ago.” 

Stalin, Kerensky said, does not 
have a “personal, individual dic- 
tatorship.” Power is concentrated 
in the political bureau of the Cen- 
tral Communist Committee, a 
group of 14 men, and Russia is 
ruled by a “collective dictator- 
ship.” Molotov is ‘a typical No. 2 
man, a yes man,” Kerensky said. 
If anything should happen to 
Stalin, the “future head of the bu- 
reau will be some other man—no- 
body knows who except the com- 
mittee.” 

Fear of Russia at this point is 
groundless, Kerensky said. “Stalin 
never will organize an aggressive 
war, which would be against the 
will of the people. They are un- 
dergoing reconstruction now, and 
it will be a tremendous work for 
many years. Foreigners frequent- 
ly fail to differentiate between 
Russia, the Russian people and the 
communistic movement. The com- 
munistic movement hag nothing to 
do with war with this country or 
any other country. 

World War II aided communis- 
tic development, Kerensky said. 
Every war facilitates movements 
of the extreme right or left. The 
first World War brought commu- 
nism to Russia, nazism to Ger- 
many and fascism to Italy. 

What Mr. Kerensky means to 
say is that, in his opinion, it is 
most unlikely that the communists 
in Moscow would undertake any 
kind of a war at any time against 
America. They did not go to war 
in the last conflict except when 
Russia was invaded. The commu- 
nist philosophy recognizes that war 
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Kerensky on Russia 
(continued) 


unites nations and that commu- 
nism can expand only from the 
breakdown within a nation and 
not from a communist invasion 
from without. 

Because Mr. Kerensky is still a 
socialist, the tendency of the 
American press is to ignore and 
play down his viewpoints which, 
however, have proven accurate in 
the past. 


Who Live by the Sword 


We have heard much about the 
outrages committed by Russian 
soldiers in their invasion of Eu- 
rope. The press has played up the 
atrocity stories and given no in- 
sight into the reasons and condi- 
tions behind these atrocities. Hen- 
ry Holm, a Worldover Press cor- 
respondent, has provided such a 
needed report. This eye-witness 
account is interesting for the his- 
toric detachment it reveals in its 
German author. Now teaching in 
a normal school in Berlin, Mr. 
Holm was an anti-nazi editor who 
spent nine years in a concentra- 
tion camp. He writes: 

The English have been working 
out democracy now for over 700 
years. And they, and their Anglo- 
Saxon cousins, the Americans, 
have achieved much, at least in the 
realm of political democracy. Have 
we the right to expect the Rus- 
sians to be at the same relatively 
high level? Before 1861 the vast 
majority of Russians were vir- 
tually slaves. Until their revolution. 
they had no political rights, al- 
most no education. Then, it is true, 
they made tremendous efforts to 
overtake the iaore fortunate na- 
tions. But the time has been short. 

Real education in the Soviet 
Union did not begin until 1923, 
after the ‘civil war.” But owing 
to the general lack of teachers, 
this education was still primitive. 
Schoolbooks had to be written be- 
fore the schools could teach—and 
the Soviet Union speaks 120 lan- 
guages. So, when the German in- 
vasion of 1941 broke into this 
work, not more than a certain ex- 
ternal education had been achieved. 

Yet schooling, as we know, is 
less important than the atmos- 
phere of the home. Who are the 
parents of the Soviet soldiers now 
occupying Germany? Many of 
them are primitive tribesmen— 
Kirghizes, Kalmucks. Why expect 
their sons to be civilized gentle- 
men by western standards? Can 
that be said of all the soldiers of 
more advanced nations? It is not 
surprising that Russian soldiers, 
conquering eastern Germany, com- 
mitted many outrages. More sur- 
prising if they had not. 

Recall what they had gone 
through. After seven years of war 
and revolution, they had toiled for 
another 16 to create industries— 
though much of this, to be sure, 
was part of a military machine. 
Then, on the point of working for 
a higher standard of living, they 
suddenly had to withstand the 
most terrible invasion and see a 
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X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


war will no doubt wipe out capitalism! Why don’t the leaders of 
capitalism show more interest in the conquest of communism by the 
spiritual forces of Christianity? Is it because they are afraid that capi- 
talism will have to become more Christian? 


LUMP AHEAD? Top-flight economic advisory sources and trade 
experts are predicting a business recession beginning in early 
July or August of this year. It will be caused principally by high 
prices, and the depth and extent of this recession will depend upon 
how much higher prices go and the promptness with which prices re- 
act to the first signs of a buying slump. 

Behind all this is also one of the biggest double-deals the Amer- 
ican people have ever had put over on them. The NAM spent a large 
sum to whip up the press and people so the OPA could be abolished 
to get production going and bring prices down, The popular protest 
against OPA was made on the basis that prices would be reduced 
when business leaders had got control and the reins were out of the 
hands of the bureaucrats. The bureaucrats had muffed OPA badly, but 
the business leaders used their control to drain literally tens of mil- 
lions of dollars in extra profits from the American people. 

Here are the facts. The United States Bureau of Labor Statistics 
recently reported that many price levels so far this year are 3314 per 
cent higher than in 1946. In the meantime wages have remained about 
the same. Further light is found in the additional report that in 1946, 
workers in factories got an average of 14 per cent increase while fac- 
tery products were raised 18 per cent. Even Time and Newsweek, 
both Wall Street-controlled publications, ran reports during the 
month of February showing that wages and salaries slumped $514 
billion in 1946 to $109 billion, compared to $114.5 billion the pre- 
vious year. Corporation profits, however, shot up 25 per cent, from 
$9 billion in 1945 to more than $12 billion last year, the highest in 
history. 

Everybody made a big increase but the average worker. Unfortu- 
nately, the average American is a wage earner or salaried person and 
his real wages, his buying power, has slumped while profits have 
grown. This situation—keenly felt in all levels of workers’ organiza- 
tions,—is behind the many strikes now coming up on the horizon. 

Either business leaders will bring prices down fast, or a big strike 
wave will hit us. If the strikes come, business will boost prices again 
to cover wage increases—and the distance we can tumble in a reces- 
sion is increased by that much. 





nr SCHEDULE. Beginning with the next issue, BETWEEN 

THE Lines will be published the first and third Mondays 
of each month, except June, July and August, when it will be 
published monthly. Thus we will be able to meet the greatly in- 
creased publishing costs without an increase in subscription rates. 
Our aim is to continue to endeavor to provide our readers with 
this unique information service, with its articles on significant 
trends, forecasts of important developments and other carefully 
selected and condensed reports pertinent to Christian thought, 
for only one dollar a year. The dollar means that anyone can 
afford it; the condensation of reports that anyone can find the 
time to read it. That, beside the fact that much of the material 
has been generally suppressed in the press and radio. 

As one reader put it, “BETWEEN THE LINEs is a miracle as 
to time and money . a miracle in that such an information 
service can be furnished for a dollar, and a miracle to the read- 
er when after a few months he discovers that he is keeping him- 
self informed and aware of his world and its important changes 
—as no newspaper reading or radio listening can provide—with 
a mere occasional half hour of reading! I say that when a dollar 


buys that—it’s a miracle! 


Help Us Serve Others. Share Your Copy With Others. 


And remember, BETWEEN THE LINEs is the perfect friend- 
ly gift for any occasion,—inexpensive, lasting, unique. 











Who Live by the Sword 
(continued) 


great part of what they had built 
destroyed by the enemy or by 
themselves. 

Moreover, they fought their way 
from Stalingrad to the German 
frontier, passing day after day 
through their home country, see- 
ing villages, and the industrial 
creations of their blood and sweat, 
in ruins. The first thing they found 
at the German border was the 
concentration camp of Auschwitz, 
where hundreds of thousands of 
their comrades had been gassed 
and slaughtered. 


Their rage rose ag the Germans 
refused to surrender, though fur- 
ther resistance was madness. Rus- 
sian blood continued to pour out. 
So the ugly things happened. Most 
of the German women brutalized 
then, were the innocent victims of 
Hitler and war. But if you said to 
a Russian soldier, “That woman 
now at your mercy was innocent,” 
he would answer, ‘‘Weren’t my 
mother and sisters, killed by the 
Germans, just as innocent?” Most 
people so cruelly treated will react 
in the same way. 

Many of tke Russian soldiers 
are like children, and it is well to 
treat them as such. The worst 
thing is to show fear. I know a 
lady living with a 20-year-old 
daughter and no men near by, who 
brought herself and daughter un- 
scathed through that terrible time, 
when night after night the air 
was filled with the shrieking of 
women in the neighborhood. When- 
ever a group of 10 or 20 Russians 
came. into the house, she would 
speak to them in her firm, quiet 
way: “What can I do for you? 
Would you like to hear some mu- 
sic?” Russians generally are very 
fond of music. They would all sit 
down and listen. So the two wo- 
men got along fairly well, while 
in other houses. . 

Russian commanders at that 
time did their best to keep their 
men:in check, but it took them 
weeks to recover real command. 
Now all is relatively quiet. Out- 
rages do occur at times, but no 
more with Russian soldiers than 
with those of other occupying 
powers. The profession of a sol- 
dier ig not the ideal one to make 
men considerate. 

The question has a further as- 
pect. In time of peace a young 
lieutenant can maintain authority 
over his men because they are re- 
cruits, younger still than he. But 
in time of war, when the lieuten- 
ant may be 19 and his men 40, it 
is not so easy. Much tact and good 
will are needed on both sides. The 
Russian soldier feels that German 
civilization, the external culture 
at least, is superior to his own. 
He enters a German worker's 
home and thinks the German a 
capitalist —- Russian workmen’s 
houses would be much more primi- 
tive. Yet here the Russian is the 
superior, the soldier of the occu- 
pying power, and the German, 
with a higher education, has to 
obey. Here also, much tact and 
good will are needed, and not al- 
ways forthcoming. 


























